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26th Annual Installation Banquet  

Attendees left this yearôs banquet with 
three impressions: 1) nothing could 
showcase the Mount Plymouth-
Sorrento community better than this 
yearôs banquet held at RedTail Golf 
Club, 2) cooperation and team work 
between the County and the communi-
ty has  never been stronger, and 3) the 
Chamber continues to be a vital force 
in our East Lake County community. 

Chamber Members were pleased that 
Lake County staff attended this yearôs 
banquet. Master of Ceremonies, Wel-
ton Cadwell, Lake County Commis-
sioner, District V, installed new Offic-
ers and Directors. Guest speaker, 
Bobby Bonilla, Lake County Parks and 
Trails Director, presented an inspiring 
update on the county parks and trails 
program.  

Catherine Hanson, shared with mem-
bers and guests the State of the 
Chamber and listed below are some 
of this yearôs activities: 
 
¶ Negotiating a new library lease    
      with the County 
¶ Spruced up our office, inside and     
      outside   
¶ Hosted a community-wide meet- 
      ing, coordinated by Leslie  
     Campione,  Lake County               

If you, or someone you 

know, has not signed 

up for our weekly         

e-calendar, please do!  

You do not have to be a 

Chamber member to be 

the first to get the 

news of all the upcom-

ing events that make 

Lake County living so 

special.  Visit 

www.elcchamber.com  

and click to Join Our 

Mailing List.  

Directors: Bill Smalley (President), Pete Van Ness, Clark Morris, Catherine Hanson (Past Pres-

ident), Dave Brooks, Kyle Burnette (Treasurer ), Frank Lovejoy and Dave Croson (not pictured 

Robert Otten (Vice President) and Robert Mireles).  

New Directors: Ronald  Holman, DDS, Shirley 

Grantham, Lisa Riegle and BettyAnn Christian 

(Secretary). 
Continued on page 2  

Submitted by: Frances Nipe  

http://www.elcchamber.com
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Commissioner, District IV, 
and Sheriff Gary Borders 
to discuss the proposed 
sexual predators communi-
ty   
¶ Partnered with the 
Mount Plymouth Landown-
ersô League to host a Pan-
cake Breakfast the 2nd 
Saturday of every month at 
the 1st Baptist Church of 
Sorrento. In addition, a 
community meeting with 
speakers on timely topics is 
held at Lisaôs Kountry Caf® 
the 3rd Wednesday every 
month 
¶ Sponsored the 4th An-

nual Pumpkin Patch 
¶ Held the Fashion Show/Golf Tournament at Red-
Tail Golf Club 

¶ Voted to support creation of a Community Rede-
velopment Area in Mount Plymouth and Sorrento   

¶ Continued to monitor and oppose the proposed 
legislation requiring all septic tanks to be replaced 

with costly 
alternative 
electric sys-
tems 
¶ Partner-
ing with the 
county to 
create bird 
sanctuaries 
and walking/
off-trail bik-
ing paths on 
the dried up 
lake beds in 
Mount Plym-
outh 
¶ Contin-
ued to work 
with the 
county and 
state on the 

design of the Wekiva 
Parkway including road locations and the inclusion  
of bike trails 

 
Congratulations to this yearôs award recipients:  Wig-
gins Brothers Well Drilling, Inc. (Business of the Year), 
East Lake Historical Society, Inc. (Civic Organization 

of the Year), Robert 
Otten (Individual of 
the Year); and Bet-
tyAnn Christian and 
Frances Nipe 
(Volunteers of the 
Year).  
 
Special thanks to out-
going Directors Pame-
la Jennelle, Christo-
pher Shipley and Lisa 
Perry for an extremely 
productive year and 
welcome to our new 
Officers and Directors 
(See photo). 
 
Thanks also to Direc-
tors BettyAnn Chris-
tian, Robert Otten, 
Kyle Burnett and 
Catherine Hanson for 
organizing this fabu-
lous event, to Welton 
Cadwell, Bobby 
Bonilla, and other 
county staff for par-
ticipating in this 
yearôs banquet and 
to The Flower Studio 
for providing the 
lush greenery in 
the nature-inspired 
centerpieces. 
 
According to 
Catherine, 
ñwith such 
an active 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
and other 
community 
based or-
ganizations 
and a sup-
portive 
County 
Commis-
sion, posi-
tive community improvements are possible this yearò. 

Volunteers: BettyAnn Christian and Frances Nipe  

Larisa and Larry Thompson  

Bobby Bonilla,                      

Lake County Parks and Trails  

Passing of the gavel.  

East Lake Historical Society        

President Shirley Meade  

Continued from page 1  



February Calendar of Events  

 All tax return preparers must have a Preparer Tax Identification 
Number (PTIN) issued by the IRS.  Tax return preparers includes CPAs, 
Enrolled Agents, attorneys and  anyone else preparing income tax returns 
in 2012.  Anyone preparing a return, other than the taxpayer, must docu-
ment their PTIN on the return. 

 Be aware, it is your responsibility as the taxpayer to ensure your 
preparer has a PTIN and that it is documented on your return. 

 Nobody, including the President, can guarantee you a refund without 
having all of your tax information.  There are numerous unscrupulous folks 
out there that will take advantage of you and the tax collection system.  Do 
not fall into this trap.  Frequently these people will document non-existent 
dependents to generate a refund, then con you into some form of Refund 
Anticipation Loan (RAL) based upon this false information.  Of course they 

will charge you a hefty fee for the RAL.  Please bear in mind, this is your tax return (you sign it), so 
you are responsible for any errors which occur.  By responsible, I mean that when the IRS looks at 
your return and determines there are errors, you, and not your tax preparer, are going to be subject 
to additional income tax, penalties and interest.  Refunds resulting from false information are not 
worth it! 

This information has been provided by:   

Stephen D. Jennelle, CPA - Office: 352-357-4782 Cell: 407-748-6187 P.O.Box 999, Sorrento, FL 32776-0999                                          

http://www.sdjcpa.com       email  sdjcpa@comcast.net 

Serving the community for 30 years.  

4 & 5  37th Annual Mount Dora Arts Festival, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Downtown Mount Dora  

6 East Lake County Chamber of Commerce Workshop, 6 :30 p.m.,  J. A. Croson Co., 31550 C.R. 

437, Sorrento. Meetings are open to chamber membership. Members wishing to bring business before 

the Board must call the office prior to the meeting to place the item on the agenda.  

7, 21 & 

28 

Board of County Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., 315 W. Main St., Tavares.  

11 & 12  Central Florida Landscape & Garden Fair, Saturday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Sunday, 10 a.m. - 3 

p.m., Ferran Park, Eustis  

11 Community Pancake Breakfast, 8-10 a.m., First Baptist Church of Sorrento, 24125 SR 46.  

 

15 Chamber Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Lisaõs Kountry Cafe, 23911 S.R. 46, Sorrento. Speakers Jim Miller 

& Rosanne Brandeburg, Candidates for Lake County School Board, District 2.  

17 United Chambers , 11 a.m.,   Chamber Alliance of Lake County , Noon.   

Angeloõs Restaurant, across from Lake Eustis, US 441 East. 

18 5th Annual Lake County Motorcycle Safety Fair, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., Wooten Park, 100 E. Ruby 

Street, Tavares  
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President:  
Bill Smalley, Individual 
Vice President:  
Bob Otten, Individual 
Treasurer:  
Kyle Burnett,  
Instant Insurance, Inc.  
Secretary:  
BettyAnn Christian,  
BettyAnnôs Antiques and 
Collectibles 
Past President :  
Catherine Hanson,  
Catherine Hanson Real 
Estate, Inc. 
 

Directors 

Dave Brooks,  
LD Marketing Associates,  
Dave Croson, 
J.A.Croson, LLC 
Shirley Grantham,  
First National Bank of 
Mount Dora 
Ron Holman,  
Ronald Holman, DDS 
Frank Lovejoy,  
Catherine Hanson Real 
Estate 

Robert Mireles,  
Iglesia Bautista  
ñLa Graciaò 
Clark Morris, Individual 
Lisa Riegle, Individual 
Pete Van Ness, Individual 
 
  

Directors and Officers 
serve as volunteers to 
guide the Chamber in pro-
moting commerce and 
community in East Lake 
County.  Each year, mem-
bership nominates and 
elects five officers to serve 
three year terms.  The 
President may appoint two 
directors to one year Presi-
dentôs Pick terms, and may 
appoint directors to fill va-
cant seats. These appoint-
ments are subject to the 
approval of the current 
Board of Directors. For 
more information, please 
contact Melissa Capresec-
co at 352-383-8801 or any 

Director or Officer. 

Our Officers and Directors  
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ñStirring up Memoriesò 

East Lake Historical Society, Inc. 

2011 Cook Book 

 This is not only a cook book, but a 
book full of history. It contains lots of old 
and new pictures, with stories about 
people in our community; from the past 
and from the present. 

 If you would like to purchase this 
book, please call Barbara Tenney at   
383-8940  or  Maggie Fisher at 383-
3403.  

https://www.fnbmd.com/


Applications available for Scott A. Strong  

Memorial Scholarship 

TAVARES ñ Applications are now being accepted for the 2012 Scott A. Strong Memorial Scholarship. 

The Scott A. Strong Memorial Scholarship Fund will be awarding a $2,000 scholarship to a 2012 graduating 

student from a Lake County public high school and $500 and $1,000 scholarships for runners up. Applicants 

must have a 2.5 GPA and have a track record of being involved in their community. The scholarship can be used 

for books, fees or tuition at universities, community colleges or technical schools.  

The Scott A. Strong Memorial Scholarship Fund was established in 2010 with an initial donation of 

$25,000. Its mission is to help qualifying Lake County high school seniors realize their ambition to attend a 

university, community college or trade school. 

Partners in this program include the Educational Foundation of Lake County, Electric Services, Inc., Welbro 

Building and Reunion Bank, which acts as the trustee for all scholarship funds. All organizations have offered to 

waive all fees for the life of the fund so that 100 percent can be used for scholarships.  

Last year, the Scott Strong Memorial Scholarship Fund Committee selected 12 Lake County 2011 

graduates as recipients of the scholarship and a total of $10,500 was awarded. The winners were selected 

from 78 applicants based on individual commitment to the community, future plans and personal interviews. 

The deadline to submit applications is March 5, 2012. Applications can be submitted to the Educational 

Foundation Office, located at 910 E. Dixie Ave., Leesburg, FL 34748. 

For more information or to download an application form, log on to www.scottstrongfoundation.com. For 

assistance filling out this form, contact Carman Cullen at (352) 326-1265 or cullenc@lake.k12.fl.us. 
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Wings and Wildflowers,  

Inaugural Lake County Birding Festival  

Tavares ñ Lake County Economic Development and Tourism is excited to announce a Lake County Birding Festi-
val this fall. Titled òWings and Wildflowersó, the festival will be held September 28-30, at beautiful Hickory Point Park 
in Tavares.  

 
Birds love Lake County; they flock to Lake Apopka, Emeralda Marsh, Hilochee Wildlife Management Area and 

several other wild areas, providing countless enticing outdoor recreational opportunities. Bird diversity is extraordi-
nary in the Lake Apopka Restoration Area, where the bird list includes more than 300 different species. For wildflower 
and native plant enthusiasts, many diverse and lovely settings can be found throughout the county.  

 
Plans are now under way to include specialty field trips to area preserves and public lands that offer a mosaic of 

habitats.  Additional programming and details will soon be available.  
 
The festival will be presented in close partnership with the Lake County Parks and Trails Division, the Florida 

Scrub-jay Consortium, the Ocklawaha Valley Audubon Society, Trout Lake Nature Preserve, St. Johnõs River Water 
Management, the Lake County Water Authority, Lake Louisa State Park and the Lake Beautyberry Chapter of the Flor-
ida Native Plant Society. 

 
For more information, visit www.lakecountyfl.com/birding  or contact Kathy Pagan at kpagan@lakecountyfl.gov, 

352 429 4755. 

http://www.scottstrongfoundation.com
mailto:cullenc@lake.k12.fl.us
http://www.lakecountyfl.com/birding
mailto:kpagan@lakecountyfl.gov


THANK YOU TO OUR RENEWING MEMBERS  

 Members who renewed their memberships in 

December and January include:  

 

Cecil Bodiford, Member since 1986  

 

Milton Raines, Member since 1986  

 

First National Bank of Mount Dora  

(352)383 -2111, Member since 1986  

 

Oak Springs  

(352)383 -6810, Member since 1986  

 

Wiggins Bros Well Drilling, Inc.  

(352)383 -5935, Member since 1986  

 

Frances Geddes,  Member since 1987  

 

Harden/Pauli Funeral Home  

(352)357 -4126, Member since 1990  

 

Sandy Griner, Member since 1992  

 

CBC Electronics, Inc.  

(352)735 -2242, Member since 1995  

 

Nelson Insurance Services, Inc.  

(407)886 -7553, Member since 1999  

 

Sorrento Medical Clinic  

(352)735 -4044, Member since 2003  

 

Garrison Wealth Management  

(352)383 -3100, Member since 2006  

 

 

 Thank you for your  continued support of 

our Chamber and its programs. It is, of course, 

wonderful when new members join our Chamber, 

but renewing members demonstrate that we contin-

ue to provide value to our members.  

Without new members, weõd quickly grind to a halt.  

Welcome our newest member:  

BlueChip Energy, LLC , Lake Mary, FL  

(407)804-1000 www.bluechipenergy.net  

WELCOME  TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER  

 

 

 

 

 

          1000 Waterman Way          Tavares, FL  32778  

352-253-3333       

  www.fhwat.org  

. . . your future is in good health  
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 For more           

information call 

(850) 521-1206 or 

to register use the 

link below.  

http://www.bluechipenergy.net
http://www.fhwat.org
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Congratulations to our Member!                                                                           
Black Bear Golf Club joined the East Lake County Chamber of Commerce in April of 2011.  

Lake County accepting grant applications for children                                                  and 

health & human services programs  

The deadline to submit grant applications is Monday, Feb. 27 at 5 p.m. Copies of the grant application forms can 

be requested by contacting Rebecca Foley -Kearney at (352) 742 -6520, email rkearney@lakecountyfl.gov  or visit 

www.lakecountyfl.gov  search keyword: ògrantó. 

CHILDREN'S SERVICES COUNCIL - Programs that serve at -risk children to include: safeguarding physical 

health; abuse and neglect prevention and intervention; delinquency prevention; afterschool and out of school pro-

grams; developmental screening, assessments and access to appropriate interventions; prevention and/or inter-

vention; kinship care (grandparents/relatives raising grandchildren); subsidized child care; children with special, 

physical, developmental and behavioral needs; nutritional education and the reduction of childhood obesity. 

$25,000 Maximum Funding  

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES ð Programs that assist individuals / families by providing prevention or inter-

vention services for one of the following emergency needs: rental or mortgage; utilities ; deposits (for both utilities 

and housing); food; achieving economic self -sufficiency. $10,000 Maximum Funding  

http://www.blackbeargolfclub.com/
mailto:rkearney@lakecountyfl.gov
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov


It
õs
 g
oo
d 
bu
si
ne
ss
 t
o 
do
 

business with Chamber 

members! 

25530 State Road 46    P.O. Box 774 

Sorrento, FL  32776 

EAST LAKE COUNTY CHA MBER OF 

COMMERCE  

Phone: 352-383-8801 

Fax: 352-383-9343 

E-mail: chamber@elcchamber.com 

www.elcchamber.com 
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 www.catherinehanson.com  

Don't let the Camp Challenge Pool Close!  

WILL YOU HELP?  
 

 New federal laws require commercial 

pools to meet certain codes by the year 2013. 

They need to raise nearly $275,000 by October 

2012 to build a new pool to ensure the campers 

continue to enjoy the recreational and therapeu-

tic activities of swimming.  

 

 If you would like to help please contact 

Julie Wright at (407)629 -7881x12101 or email 

her at JWright@fl.easterseals.com.  

 

Please support 

Team Chamber  

for the 2012  

Relay For Life  

May 18, 2012.  

 

Please contact 

us for more   

information or 

to make a      

donation.  

mailto:chamber@elcchamber.com

