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Childrenõs Christmas Party 

 This yearôs childrenôs Christmas 
party at the East Lake Library was a very 
nice event. The turnout 
was good despite the 
mist. As soft music filled 
the surroundings, the chil-
dren who attended were 
all extremely excited, and 
really enjoyed themselves 
as they giggled and 
played around the library.   
 
 Santa arrived in 
his speedy sled and was 
in such good spirits!  He 
and his helper distributed 
goodie bags to the chil-
dren as well as a special 
gold dollar. Santa was very patient and 
really listened to the childrenôs wishes. Af-
terwards, Santa merrily wished everyone a 
wonderful Christmas before departing.  
 

 The Chamber had so many won-
derful volunteers this year. TheCross East 

Lake, First Baptist Church 
of Sorrento, East Lake His-
torical Society, Mount Plym-
outh Land Owners League 
and East Lake Library, with 
their highly competent 
teams of helpers, provided 
delicious cookies, hot choc-
olate, lemonade, oranges 
and goodie items that were 
relished by all. Bob Otten 
also did a wonderful job as 
photographer. Everyone did 
such exceptional work mak-
ing sure that everything was 
in place and that everyone 

had plenty to eat and drink.  
 
 Our sincere thanks go out to all 
those who helped make this event great! 
We hope that you'll join the fun in 2012.   

If you have not signed 

up for our weekly      

calendar, please do! 

You’ll be the first to get 

the news of all the up-

coming events that 

make Lake County    

living so special.  Visit 

www.elcchamber.com 

and click to Join Our 

Mailing List. 

http://www.elcchamber.com
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The Board of Directors of the East Lake County Chamber of Commerce  

cordially invites you to attend the  

 

2012 Installation Banquet  

for a Social Hour and Buffet Dinner  

 

At RedTail Golf Club, 26026 Member Lane Sorrento, FL 32776  

on Thursday January 19, 2012  

 

Guest Speaker: Bobby Bonilla, Director  

Lake County Parks and Trails  

 

Social Hour:   6:30 P.M.   Dinner:  7:00 P.M.  

Cash Bar  

 

Dinner Tickets: $35.00 per person  

R.S.V.P. by January 16, 2012  

(352)383 - 8801  

 

Seating Is Limited  

 

Italian Buffet selections are:  

Hors dõoeuvres 

Assorted Italian meats to include  

Prosciutto with Melon  

Capicola, Salami, Pepperoni.  

With cheeses: Provolone, Fontina  

Pepperchiniõs and Olives 

Buffet  

RedTail House Salad with Ranch and Italian Dressings  

Garlic Bread Sticks  

Stuffed Manicotti  

Meat Lasagna  

(some Lasagna w/out meat for those who do not eat meat)  

Dessert  

Tiramisu  

Iced Tea, Coffee and Soda  



January Calendar of Events 

Now available: Lake County Adopt -A-Lake 
Program 2012 calendars  

 
The Lake County Adopt-a-Lake Program calendars for 2012 are now available, 
featuring the top 14 photos selected through the 2012 Adopt-a-Lake photo 

contest. The top-scoring photograph of Grass Lake submitted by Carmen Carroll is 
featured on the calendar’s cover. 
 

The calendars are available for suggested donation of $5. They can be purchased 
at the Lake County Water Resource Management Laboratory, located at 12923 
County Landfill Road in Tavares or mail a check to: Lake County Board of County 

Commissioners, Adopt-a-Lake Program, P.O. Box 7800, Tavares, FL 32778. If 
requesting a calendar by mail please include an additional $1 for postage. 
Proceeds from calendar sales benefit the volunteer Adopt-a-Lake Program. 

Over 350 photos of Lake County water bodies were submitted for consideration. A 
committee narrowed the photos down to 33 semi-finalists, with the photos then 
being voted on by the public on the Adopt-a-Lake webpage. More than 500 votes 

were submitted to select the top 14 photographs that are featured in the 2012 
calendar. The semi-finalist runners up photos are included in a special section in 
the back of the calendar.  

 
The Lake County Adopt-a-Lake Program is comprised of three separate components: Water-quality monitoring, public education and 
pollution prevention. Volunteers can elect which components of the program best fit their desired level of participation. 

The next volunteer water quality monitoring training session is scheduled for Wednesday Jan. 11 at 9 a.m. at Lake Idamere Park, located at 
12335 County Road 448 in Tavares.  
 

For information on the training, or becoming a water quality monitor volunteer, contact Cathie Catasus at (352) 253-1659, or email 

ccatasus@lakecountyfl.gov. 

1/ 3, 17 

& 24 

Board of County Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., 315 W. Main St., Tavares. 

1/9 East Lake County Chamber of Commerce Workshop, 6:30 p.m.,  J. A. Croson Co., 31550 

C.R. 437, Sorrento. Meetings are open to chamber membership. Members wishing to bring 

business before the Board must call the office prior to the meeting to place the item on 

the agenda. 

1/9 East Lake Historical Society Board Meeting, 6 p.m., Sorrento Elementary School, 24605 Wal-

lick Road. 

1/12 Mount Plymouth Land Owners League Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Pot Luck please bring a dish to 

share. Meeting at 7:00 p.m., First Baptist Church of Sorrento, 24125  State Road 46, Sorrento. 

1/14 Community Pancake Breakfast, 8-10 a.m., First Baptist Church of Sorrento, 24125 SR 46.  

 

1/18 Chamber Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Lisa’s Kountry Cafe, 23911 S.R. 46, Sorrento. Speaker Tim Sulli-

van, candidate Lake County Commission, District 1. 

1/19 Installation Banquet, 6:30 p.m., RedTail Golf Club, 26026 Member Lane, Sorrento. 

1/20 United Chambers, 11 a.m.,   Chamber Alliance of Lake County, Noon.   

Angelo’s Restaurant, across from Lake Eustis, US 441East. 
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http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/environmental_utilities/water_quality_services/water_testing_services.aspx
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President: Catherine 
Hanson, Catherine  

Hanson Real Estate 
Vice President: William 
Smalley, Individual 
Treasurer: Kyle Burnett, 

Instant Insurance 
Secretary: Bob Otten, 
Individual 
 

Directors 

Dave Brooks, LD Market-
ing Associates, Inc. 
BettyAnn Christian,  

BettyAnnôs Antiques and     
Collectibles 
Dave Croson, 

J.A.Croson, LLC 
Bob Garrison, Garrison 
Wealth Management 
Ron Holman, Ronald 

Holman, DDS 
Pamela Jennelle,        

Creative Memories 
Frank Lovejoy, Catherine 

Hanson Real Estate 
Robert Mireles, Iglesia 

Bautista ñLa Graciaò 
Clark Morris, Individual 

Lisa Perry, First National 
Bank of Mount Dora 
Christopher Shipley, 

Shipley Law Firm 
Pete Van Ness, Individual 
 
Directors and Officers 
serve as volunteers to 
guide the Chamber in pro-
moting commerce and 
community in East Lake 
County.  Each year, mem-
bership nominates and 
elects five officers to 
serve three year terms.  
The President may ap-
point two directors to one 
year Presidentôs Pick 
terms, and may appoint 
directors to fill vacant 
seats.  These appoint-
ments are subject to the 
approval of the current 
Board of Directors. For 
more information, please 
contact Melissa 
Capresecco at 352-383-
8801 or any Director or 

Officer. 

Our Officers and Directors 
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SAVE THE DATE!  

LAKE COUNTY DAYS 2012! 

January 31st & February 1st, Tallahassee, 

FL  

 The need to fight for our issues in the 

state capital is more important that ever. 

Join us for Lake County Days 2012 as we 

bring an organized and united voice to Talla-

hassee as we advocate for our community and 

business interests.  

 For more information and sponsorship 

opportunities contact Nathan Cook @ 407-

435-9979 or nathan@twsquared.com  

https://www.fnbmd.com/
mailto:nathan@twsquare.com


Lake County Schoolsõ graduation rate shows positive gain for fifth consecutive year 

District registers its lowest ever dropout rate 

For the fifth consecutive year, Lake County Schools increased its graduation rate eclipsing its best-ever perfor-
mance of 80.82 percent from the 2009-2010 school year by nearly one-and-a-half percentage points to 82.21 per-

cent. 

The Florida Department of Education (DOE) released graduation rates today for the 2010-11 school year and 

five high schools from Lake County Schools showed positive gains: 

Lake County Schools district-wide ñ 82.21% (1.39% increase) 
East Ridge High School ñ 85.75% (.47% increase) 

Eustis High School ñ 89.43% (.61% increase) 
Leesburg High School ñ 86.09% (1.58% increase) 

South Lake High School ñ 84.24% (5.05% increase) 
Umatilla High School ñ 82.64% (1.09% increase) 

Graduation rates at Mount Dora High (80.75%) and Tavares High (89.71%) declined; however, the two schools 

are above the stateõs graduation rate of 80.1 percent. 

òI am very pleased with the progress our high school students are making with increasing the graduation rate 

and decreasing the dropout rate,ó said Dr. Susan Moxley, Superintendent of Lake County Schools. òWe continue to 
focus on making sure all of our students graduate with a high school diploma and are ready for postsecondary edu-

cation and the workforce. The graduation rate is one of the factors used in the high school grades and we continue 
to make great gains in this area. Congratulations to our students and staff.ó 

Since 2007, the graduation rate for Lake County Schools has improved by nearly 13 percentage points. Accord-
ing to officials at Lake County Schools, they attribute the rising performance in graduation rates to a greater em-

phasis on mentoring and tutoring, increased push for more stringent academic standards and dedication from staff 
and the community to encourage students to graduate. 

In addition to graduation rates, DOE also released dropout rates today. Lake County Schools decreased its 
dropout rate to 2.3 percent, which is its lowest rate ever and nearly three-fourths of percentage point lower than 

last year. 

The graduation rate approved by the State Board of Education uses a formula recommended by the National 
Governors Association (NGA), which includes standard and special diplomas as graduates but excludes all GEDs 

(General Educational Development). The NGA rate replaces Floridaõs previous calculation method that included 
GEDs. Floridaõs graduation outcomes, calculated using the federal uniform rate required for federal accountability 

reporting purposes beginning in 2011-12, will be released in January 2012. This rate is based only on standard 
diploma graduates. Graduation and dropout rates apply to different periods of measurement and populations. 

Graduation rate tracks the progress of a group of students who entered the same grade at the same time over a 

four-year period. Dropout rate tracks all ninth through 12th grade students in a single year. 

"Stirring up Memories"  

Cook Book First Edition - 2011  

The book sells for $12.00 

This is not only a cook book, but a book full of       
history! Lots of old and new pictures, with stories 
about people in our community; from the past and 
from the present. 

If you would like to purchase this book, please call 
Barbara Tenney at 383-8940 or                           
Maggie Fisher at 383-3403. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR RENEWING MEMBERS  

 Members who renewed their memberships in 

November and December include:  

 

Reginald & Marsha Tisdale 

Member since 1991 

 

Stephen D. Jennelle, C.P.A. 

(352)357-4782, Member since 2005 

 

Zinger Electrical Services  

(352)551-0867, Member since 2007 

  
Thank you for your  continued support of our Cham-

ber and its programs. It is, of course, wonderful when 

new members join our Chamber, but renewing mem-

bers demonstrate that we continue to provide value to 

our members. 

Without new members, we’d quickly grind to a halt.  

Welcome our newest member: 

 

Marjorie Eaton, Individual, Eustis, FL  

 

WELCOME  TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER  

 

 

 

 

 

          1000 Waterman Way          Tavares, FL  32778 

352-253-3333       

  www.fhwat.org 

. . . your future is in good health  

Lakes and Hills Garden Club Offering Camp Scholarships 

Lakes and Hills Garden Club, a member of the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (FFGC), will be accepting applica-
tions for children interested in attending the 2011 Wekiva Youth Camp.  In addition to garden club sponsored camper-

ships, Lakes and Hills Garden Club will be offering a limited number of scholarships for children of families with lim-

ited financial resources.  

 
Wekiva Youth Camp is comprised of six one-week sessions during June and July and is located in Wekiwa Springs 

State Park, where FFGC partners with the Florida Parks Service to maintain the camp.  It is non-profit and self-

supporting, and is accredited by the American Camp Association. 
 

All who attend the camp have an unforgettable experience enjoying nature, crafts, and the beauty of the natural world in 

a magical, beautiful and pristine setting. Campers should be interested in nature and like the outdoors. At Camp our 
boys and girls enjoy a unique outdoor living and learning experience, with close supervision. They explore the beauty 

of wild Florida, enjoy the plants and animals of Wekiva and discover the importance of conservation for the future of 

our state and our planet. 

 
For more information please visit:  http://www.ffgc.org/youth/camp_wekiva.html   or contact Violet Irminger at (352)

735-0991. 
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       My family and I moved to Lake County in 

1972 when I was 8 years old.  Before we moved to 

Eustis, we lived in Pine Hills and my fa-

ther wanted a better community to raise his fami-

ly.  Lake County offered him 

everything he was looking 

for.  I attended school in 

Eustis, received an Associ-

ates Degree in Legal Assist-

ing from Lake-Sumter Com-

munity College and a Bache-

lor's in Technical Manage-

ment from DeVry Universi-

ty.  My husband, Mike, and I 

live on 8 1/2 beautiful acres 

in East Eustis and we love to 

attend as many events 

in Lake County as possi-

ble.  My husband has a 1940 

Ford Coupe so we are quite 

often attending car shows 

and cruise ins.  I have one 

daughter who just turned 

25.  She works in Lake 

County and has been a Lake 

County resident her entire 

life.  I currently work as a 

Judicial Assistant for a Judge in Orange County 

and I can tell you the I-4 drive every morning is 

as miserable as it appears on the traffic reports. 

       Over the past few years I have considered 

getting involved in local politics and I finally de-

cided this is the time.  I am 

running for Supervisor of 

Elections for Lake County in 

2012.  I am very passionate 

about the individual vote 

and believe voting is the only 

voice we have in determining 

who will represent us not 

only in Lake County, but in 

the State Legislature as well 

as Washington D.C.  I know 

the challenge I face running 

against an incumbent who 

has held the office for 40 

years, but I am up to the 

challenge.  It is my desire to 

bring a fresh perspective and 

new ideas to the office and 

make sure the voice of Lake 

County is heard in Tallahas-

see.  I look forward to at-

tending the different events 

offered by the East Lake 

County Chamber and hope I 

can be a positive addition to the membership. 

New Member Profile, Marjorie Eaton, Individual 

 The East Lake County Chamber of Commerce Directors, 
were busy little elves last month. They took their time to look for 
special items for our local children. Our Directors were very 
pleased to contribute toys for some of the children in need at 

Sorrento Springs 
Elementary 
School.  

 In these try-
ing times, it is the 
hope of the    
Chamber that   
every child had a 
present last year.   
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It
õs
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ss
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do
 

business with Chamber 

members! 

25530 State Road 46    P.O. Box 774 

Sorrento, FL  32776 

EAST  L AK E COUNTY CHA M BER  OF 

COMM ER CE  

Phone: 352-383-8801 

Fax: 352-383-9343 
E-mail: chamber@elcchamber.com 
www.elcchamber.com 

P R S R T  S T D  

U.S. Postage   

PAID 

Permit No. 7623 

M I D F L O R I D A F L 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

      

 www.catherinehanson.com 

Don't let the Camp Challenge Pool Close! 

WILL YOU HELP? 
 

 New federal laws require commercial 

pools to meet certain codes by the year 2013. 

They need to raise nearly $275,000 by October 

2012 to build a new pool to ensure the campers 

continue to enjoy the recreational and therapeu-

tic activities of swimming.  

 

 If you would like to help please contact 

Julie Wright at (407)629-7881x12101 or email 

her at JWright@fl.easterseals.com. 

 

Please support 

Team Chamber  

for the 2012  

Relay For Life  

May 18, 2012. 

 

Please contact 

us for more   

information or 

to make a      

donation.  

mailto:chamber@elcchamber.com
http://www.catherinehanson.com
http://www.catherinehanson.com
mailto:jwright@fl.easterseals.com

